
Regional Q&A

We chat to Colin Hickling, FISA Councillor for the Free State and Northern Cape, 
about his vision, plans and events for the Free State and Northern Cape region.

Q:   Tell us about recent highlights in the region.

A:   At  our  quarterly  meetings  held  in  March,  May  and  August,  we  have  had 
presentations from:

• Grant Chittenden of Credible Practitioners on Business Rescue.
• Louis van Vuren, Acting CEO of FISA, on Wills and Law and Ethics during 

which the 2013 examination papers were discussed.
• Henda Steyn of the Centre for Financial Planning and Law – University of the 

Free  State  on  the  2013  examination  papers  on  Estate  Planning and 
Administration of Deceased Estates.

• Rika van Zyl of the Centre for Financial Planning and Law – University of the  
Free State on “Stipulato alteri” and Trusts and Donations “Mortis causa”.

• Marné du Plooy of the Office of the Family Advocate on Parental Rights and 
Responsibilities and Guardianships. 

All the meetings were attended by The Free State Master and the Northern Cape 
Master, both of whom provided updates on aspects of their offices, including PEAS 
(Paperless  Estate  Administration  System).   Representatives  from  SARS 
Bloemfontein Office were also in attendance and provided updates. Discussions took 
place also on various issues including the proposed increase in Masters Fees. 

Q:   What are upcoming events of interest to members?

A:    Our next regional meeting is scheduled for 30 October at which we will give 
feedback on the recent FISA 2014 Conference and hope to have:

o A presentation  by  the  Free  State  Master,  Mr  Jan  du  Plessis,  on  “The 
processes for the appointment of Guardians”.

o A presentation on Estate Duty.

Q:   What is your vision for the Free State and Northern Cape Regions?

A:   To increase the membership which currently stands at 35 and to encourage 
more members to enrol for the  FPSA®  examinations or the Advanced Diploma in 
Estate  &  Trust  Administration  which  will  be  offered  by  the  Centre  for  Financial 
Planning and Law – Free State University and which will be recognised by FISA for 
the FPSA®. 

Q:   Tell us about your fiduciary background.

A:    I  joined the Board of Executors in Bloemfontein in 1963 and was Managing 
Director  from 1976 to  1994.   Since 1994 I  have been Director/Co-owner  of  The 
Public Trustee and Trust Corporation and previously served as a Director of Midland 



Board of Executors in Graaff Reinet and an Alternate Director of Old Mutual Syfrets 
Trust (OMST).  I served on the executive of The Association of Trust Companies and 
was Chairman for some years during which time I was involved in the negotiations 
with the then Minister of Justice for the increase in Executors Fees to their current 
rate.

Q:   Is there anything you would like to tell members?

A:    Keep abreast of a rapidly changing and developing environment by attending 
FISA and other seminars.


