Opportunity.

SCHOOL OF FINANCIAL PLANNING LAW

Shaping the future of financial
planning in South Africa

The School of Financial Planning Law (SFPL) at the University of the Free State has long been a trailblazer
in the field of financial planning. As Professor Liezel Alsemgeest, the School’s Director explains, high
standards for teaching and research continue to keep SFPL at the forefront of the discipline in South Africa.

Provide a historic overview of financial planning

in South Africa and how the School of Financial

Planning Law at the UFS contributed.

Financial planning in South Africa has come a long way to now
being regarded as a well-established profession. Prior to the
1980s, financial advice was often disjointed, with product sales a
primary focus. The Financial Planning Institute of Southern Africa
(FPI), established in 1981, played a pivotal role in changing this
landscape. By advocating for ethical standards and professional
education, the FPI helped build trust and credibility. The University
of the Free State (UFS) played a key part in this transformation

Director ProfLiezel
Alsemgeest

Biography

Professor Liezel Alsemgeest is an associate professor at
the University of the Free State and the Director of the
School of Financial Planning Law (SFPL). As an NRF-rated
researcher, her focus is on communication in personal
finance and financial behaviour - areas crucial for navigating
the complexities of financial planning. She is a Certified
Financial Planner (CFP®) and also the Programme Director
for Specialised Postgraduate Diplomas at the SFPL.

through its School of Financial Planning Law. Founded in 2001,
the School offered South Africa’s first (and for a long time the
only) Postgraduate Diploma in Financial Planning, which is an
accredited qualification needed to obtain the coveted Certified
Financial Planner (CFP®) designation. This programme, aligned
with international standards, equips financial advisors with the
knowledge and skills to provide holistic financial planning services.
The UFS's contribution wasn't limited to academics. By producing
graduates who prioritise client needs, the School helps to shape
a new generation of ethical and competent financial planners,
ultimately benefiting the financial well-being of South Africans.

Explain in more detail the importance of the

CFP® designation and the role of the SFPL.

Earning the CFP® designation signifies a rigorous educational
journey. Programmes delve deep into various financial planning
areas, from risk management and retirement planning to tax
strategies and estate planning. This comprehensive knowledge
base ensures that CFP® professionals have the tools to tackle even
the most intricate financial situations. Financial guidance is only
as valuable as the trust behind it. CFP® professionals adhere to a
strict code of ethics established by the FPI. The financial world is
constantly evolving and CFP® professionals stay ahead of the curve
through continuous professional development. As the biggest
educational provider in South Africa, the SFPL plays a critical part
in upholding high ethical standards.

Are your programmes suitable for employed individuals?
The SFPLs distance-learning programmes were developed
specifically to cater to working professionals. The flexible format
allows a student to study around job demands and family life.
Having access to course materials online enables students to
study whenever it best suits their schedule. Additionally, the SFPL
programmes offer a personalised learning approach which ensures
the student receives the guidance they need to excel. Assessments
are conducted online, so a student can be anywhere in the world
and complete the qualification.

What are the most popular courses overall?

Has there been any shift in recent years?

The Postgraduate Diploma in Financial Planning is the flagship
programme and takes centre stage with the highest volume of




